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Tailwanese Viewers of Japanese TV Programs: A Survey Report

Kenichi ISHII*, Satoshi WATANABE*?, and Herng Su*

This paper reports the findings of a survey for viewers of
Japanese TV programs in Taiwan. Under the auspices of the Survey
Research Center at the Union Daily News in Taipei, the telephone
survey was conducted on the sample randomly chosen nationwide in
Taiwan. Through six days of the survey period in August 1996,
1011 respondents were successfully surveyed.

Based on their TV viewing time for Japanese and American
programs, the respondents are divided into the following three
groups: (A) viewers of American programs, (B) viewers of Japanese
programs, and (C) non-viewers of foreign programs.

(1) It is found that the viewers of U.S. TV programs are
more educated than the others, and that they are mostly 30-40
years old people. (2) The viewers of Japanese TV programs are

younger than the American ones. (3) Viewers watching foreign
programs (American or Japanese) are wealthier and more educated
than the others (C). (4) Most of American programs seen by

Taiwanese are movies and TV dramas, whereas Japanese programs are
more varied involving other types of programs such as a talk show
and cartoon. (5) Some differences are also found in uses and
gratifications between American and Japanese TV programs. As for
the technological level of TV programs, U.S. programs are more
evaluated than Japanese ones.. Japanese TV programs are
considered to be more related to their everyday problems.

These results demonstrate that Taiwanese viewers perceive
Japanese and American programs from a different viewpoint;
Japanese programs are favored because of the cultural
similarities, whereas American programs are evaluated in terms
of the technological level and creativity.

*1 Institute of Policy and Planning Sciences at the University
of Tsukuba

*2 Faculty of International Relations at University of Shizuoka
*3 Department of Journalism at National Chengchi University,
R.O.C.
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